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Special April Issue

Prisoners of Colonialism: April 4, 1980-April 4, 1994

The United States and the
Puerto Rican Anti-Colonial Combatants
Today, the United States
government holds in its custody
many Puerto Rican women and
men, criminalizing them for fighting for the independence of their
country. These Political Prisoners
and Prisoners of War are women
and men who, before their arrest
were vital part of their communities here in the United States.
Women like Carmen Valentin,
who was a leader in the struggle
for bilingual, bicultural education
in the Puerto Rican community in
Chicago and Dylcia Pagan who
was a TV and film producer in
New York City. Men like Oscar
Lopez Rivera who led the fight for
equal employment, health care
and housing in Chicago and Alberto Rodriguez who counseled
young men and women on advanced education.
In addition to being community activists, artists, teacher and
students, these women and men
are also father, mothers and
grandparents who have spent
over a decade behind bars while
their children have grown up
without them. While their grandchildren were being born, these
men and women were suffering
the daily indignation, abuse and
degradation of daily prison life.
Like Nels on Mandela, these
women and men were convicted
of seditious conspiracy-conspiring to use force against the lawful authority of the United States
government in Puerto Rico. The
same government that initiated a
'family planning' program on the
Island that has left over 30% of
the female population sterilized.

About the
Puerto Rican POWs
• Most of these prisoners have
been sentenced from 35 to
105 years in prison, sen tences which are 19 times
hi gher that the average
sentence for all offenses in
the year they were sentenced;
• Their disproportionate sentences are clearly indicative
of the political nature of
their actions;
• Most have already served 1114 years in prison, longer
that the average person
convicted of murder;
• Many have served in the most
maximum security prisons
under inhuman and restrictive conditions which even
Amnesty International had
condemned.

choices: submit or fight. That
time has now come to South Africa. We shall not submit people,
our future, our freedom. "

These prisoners are anti-colonial combatants who have
wage a legitimate struggle
against the United States colonial
occupation of their country. For
there commitment to overcome
the injustices in their nation
these women and men have been
unjustly punished by this
country's legal system. (See
sidebar-editor)
The United States has continually pressured countries
across the globe to release their
political prisoners and to better
their human rights policies towards dissidents. They have long
pressured countries like China
and the former Soviet Union on
this front. The Clinton administration proposed new initiatives
on this front in May of 1993, articulating an assertive place of
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Pieces of the Past;

Biographical Sketches of the
Puerto Rican Nationalists
Lolita Lebr6n was born in

and
the

Oscar Collazo L6pez, who had
been sentenced to life in prison
for his attack on former U.S. President Harry S. Truman. Their release was brought on by a
massive campaign by the Puerto
Rican independence movement.
Lolita Lebr6n and her compatriots were received as national heroes everywhere they went after
their release.
Lolita Lebr6n, orator, author,
poet, and mother, is still active in
the Independence Movement for
Puerto Rico and is very supportive of the campaign to free the
Puerto Rican Political Prisoners
and Prisoners of War.

ment.
1953, Dr.
Pedro Albizu Campos designated
her the General Delegate of the
Nationalist Party of Puerto Rico in
the United States.
On March 1, 1954, accompanied by Irvin Flores, Rafael Cancel Miranda and Andres Figueroa
Cordero, she led the attack on the
United States Congress demanding independence for their homeland of Puerto Rico. She was
charged with seditious conspiracy and sentenced to life in
prison. A few days into her incarceration her son had drowned in
Puerto Rico while swimming.
Just one year before her release
her daughter died in an automobile accident.
In 1979, after having spent
25 years in prison, she and her
compatriots were unconditionally
pardon and released, along with

was
born
the
son
of
Buenaventura Cordero Ruiz and
Elias Figueroa Rodriguez on November 29, 1924 in barrio Lagunas Arriba, in Aguada, Puerto
Rico. His mother died when he
was very young, and Andres was
raised by his oldest sister Juana
Mendoza Ruiz. Young Andres
spent most of his time looking for
cooking fuel and taking food to
the workers at the local sugar
processing plant. His uncle, the
foreman at the plant, later gave
him a job cutting sugarcane. He
did a variety of jobs that included, taking care of a near by
farmers cattle, at a bar/restaurant
and at a coffee shop. It was while
working at the restaurant, however, that he began to believe in
Puerto Rican independence, as
the local youth would walk into
the restaurant and talk about Puerto Rican Independence. He

1919 in the town of Lares, Puerto
of

was
the

Andres Figueroa Cordero

later joined the Youth for Pro-Independence
Organization.
Around 1943 -1944 Andres joined
the Puerto Rican Nationalist
Party and was inspired after he
heard Dr. Pedro Albizu Campos.
When he was 25, Andres
moved to New York City in search
of a better life. In NYC he started
delivering groceries for a local
grocery store; He continued his
work for the independence of Puerto Rico after moving to New
York City.
After the attack on the U.S
Congress, he was sentenced to
life in prison. It was in prison that
he developed terminal intestinal
cancer. He was released a few
months before his compatriots
and died just a few months later
in 1979.
Rafael Cancel Miranda was
born July 18, 1930, in Mayagiiez,
Puerto Rico to Rafael Cancel
Rodriguez, and his mother, Rosa
Miranda. His father was arrested,
a victim of political repression,
and lost his job.
Rafael Cancel Miranda's
turning point happened in March
21, 1937 when his parents went
to a peaceful political demonstration in Ponce for the demand of
freedom for Nationalist prisoners
(then Dr. Pedro Albizu Campos
and Juan Antonio Corretjer, Juan
Gallardo, Soto Velez and others).
The Nationalists had the permission of the mayor of Ponce to hold
the demonstration, however, one
hour before the demonstrators
were to have a march, the mayor
(Continued on next page)
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passed away at the age of 69. His
life long dedication to the Independence of Puerto Rico is an inspiration for generations of
Puerto Ricans.

cancelled their permit without
notifying them. As the protesters
began to recite La Borinquena,
(the Puerto Rican National Anthem) and march, the colonial
police of Puerto Rico opened fire.
Over two hundred men, women,
children, (nationalists and nonnation.alists), were wounded and
22 people were killed in this attack known as the Masacre de
Ponce (The Ponce Massacre). His
parents survived the massacre.
Rafael's first political act came
just a few days later in a classroom when he refused to pledge
allegiance to the American flag.
He was released in 1979,
along with his compatriots and
Oscar Collazo-L6pez.
He has lectured extensively
throughout Europe and the
United States on his experiences,
in support of Puerto Rican Independence and of the freedom of
the Puerto Rican Political Prisoners. He is a poet, author and a
National Hero of Puerto Rico.
Irvin Flores Rodriguez was
born October 1, 1924 on Angel
Franco Street in Caho Rojo, Puerto Rico. He was the third son of

After having
graduated from eighth grade, his
family moved to Mayagiiez, Puerto Rico, where he studied electricity, mechanics and tailoring in
an Arts and Business Vocational
School. One night in 1943, while
crossing La Plaza Col6n of
Mayag(iez, he heard a group of
youths talking about Puerto
Rican Independence. One of
them was Rafael Cancel Miranda,
who later became his compatriot.
In 1945, having observed several
meetings in Mayagiiez, he joined
the Nationalist Party of Puerto
Rico.
In 1951, Irvin Flores ran into
Rafael Cancel Miranda who invited him to the meetings of the
New York chapter of the Puerto
Rican Nationalist Party. Just 3
years later, Irvin Flores, Rafael
Cancel Miranda, Andres Figueroa
Cordero, and Lolita Lebr6n attacked the U.S. Congress.
For his participation Irvin
Flores was sentenced to 81 years.
During the first 13 years of his
sentence he was not able to receive visits by his family members, because they could riot
afford a trip from Puerto Rico to
the prison in the U.S.
At age 53, he was released
from prison after 25 years in
prison he was finally released.
Irvin and the other Nationalists
were released by strong pressure
from the Puerto Rican people.
Even after 25 years of incarceration, he continued to advocate for
independence the release of the
Puerto Rican Political Prisoners.
On March 19, 1994, Irvin Flores

Oscar Collazo was born on
January 20, 1914 in Florida, Puerto Rico to Eduardo Collazo and
Trinidad L6pez. He dedicated his
life to the independence of Puerto
Rico at an early age. During the
Nationalist uprising and proclamation of the Republic of Puerto
Rico, the U.S. National Guard intervened on the order of president Harry S. Truman. They
bombed the civilian population
and arrested thousands of
people, including Dr. Pedro Albizu Campos and the entire leadership of the Nationalist Party.
Oscar Collazo L6pez and
Griselio Torresola attacked the
Blair House, temporary residence
of then President Harry S.
Truman, to bring the issue of Puerto Rican independence to the
forefront of the world. He was
given the death penalty but the
sentence was commuted to life
by President Truman under intense pressure from the international community.
In 1979, he was given an
unconditional presidential pardon along with the other Nationalists by President Jimmy Carter
after an intensive and effective
campaign led by the Puerto Rican
independence movement. Oscar
Collazo died on Sunday, February
20, 1994, at the age of 80. A
humble man with very little formal education, he realized great
heights in his lifetime. He was an
organizer, orator, author, and loving father and husband. Above
all, he was an exemplary Puerto
Rican.
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PUERTO RICAN PATRIOTS
Alicia, Carmen, Dylcia and Ida Luz
At a time when John Hinckley was freely informing the media
about his attempt upon the life of the President of the United States,
the four Puerto Rican nationalist women prisoners I visited in lllinois
were refused the right to participate fully in this inquiry. I was not permitted to carry a tape recorder into the Dwight Correctional Facility
where they were then being detained. Nevertheless, we met and
talked over impromptu lunches of raisins and nuts and fruit juice obtained from the prison store and these young women spoke at length
of their dedication to an independent socialist Puerto Rico. As these
Puerto Ricans represent the most extreme and probably the most unpopular and least understood example of principled dissent in this
book, it is especially unfortunate that a personal account of themselves
and what they believe and why they believe it cannot be included here.
What follows is my presentation of their position based on my meetings with them and their supporters and their letters and published
writing.

Charged with "seditious
conspiracy," Alicia Rodriguez
Carmen Valentin, Dylcia Pagan
Morales, and Ida Luz Rodriguez
were arrested in 1980 with seven
other Puerto Rican nationalists.
The subsequent legal proceedings did very little to clarify their
position as, consistent with their
claims of Prisoner of War status
under the provisions of the
Geneva Convention, they refused
to cooperate with those juridical
proceedings. These talented,
dedicated young women have
abandoned promising careers
and are suffering the rigors of
what amounts to life imprisonment for what they believe. They
are sustained by a devoted
Puerto Rican nationalist constituency and by the conviction that
they will ultimately be vindicated
as soldiers in a colonial war. Their
Taken from The Dlssenten: Voice• from
Contemporary America, pp 193-200 by
John Langston Gwaltney

rigorous detention for their
cause-armed struggle for the
establishment of an independent,
socialist Puerto Rican Republicis undeniable proof of Andrew
Young's unpopular but incontrovertible assertion that there are
political prisoners in this country.
The conditions under which
these prisoners are being detained and the cause for which
they are imprisoned are magnet
issues in civil libertarian circles.
The case of the Eleven Puerto
Rican Prisoners of War, "Los
Once," has generated everything
from debate in the halls of the
United Nations to supportive
community festivals, church suppers, and garage sales. A great
quantity of supportive literature
has been produced, as well as a
recording of a musical tribute to
them entitled, "Los Once."
John Brown was hanged
because he advocated armed opposition to a oppressive govern-

ment. His soul goes marching on,
of course, because the alchemy of
time has transmuted his premature heroism into the proud heritage of principled dissent. It
might be well to remember that
in his none-too distant day, he
was regarded as a demonic terrorist also, and was certainly no
less unpopular than these Puerto
Rican nationalist prisoners. Of
the four extremely controversial
issues of unpopular dissenting
that frequently generated pronounced responses in this work,
the dissenting of these four political prisoners , though by no

I have acted

from a sense of
duty and am
content to

await my fate.
John Brown
means universally opposed by all
the people I discussed it with,
was certainly the most difficult
for most people to square with
principled advocacy and action.
Historian Joan Nicklin* was
instrumental in creating my opportunity to talk with Dylcia Pagan, Carmen Valentin, and the
Rodriguez sisters, Alicia and Ida
(Continued on next page)

6
Luz. Carmen was a friend and
professional colleague of Joan's
at the Central YMCA Community
College where they both taught.
When Carmen was arrested,
Joan was moved to educate herself on the subject of Puerto
Rican independence. Her studies
led to the production of a very
reasoned position paper and the
conclusion that, "Just to see
them as terrorists is to avoid the
whole history of Puerto Rico."
Joan helped found and is an active member of the Civic-Religious Committee in Support of
the Puerto Rican Prisoners of
War. The Committee sponsors
educational symposia, raises
funds and generally acts in aid of
the human rights of the detained
political prisoners. The depth and
ambivalence of sentiment sur-
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rounding Carmen's popular press
image is evident in this portion of
a letter to the Chicago Tribune
signed by twenty-five of her colleagues at the Community College. "We, faculty of Central
YMCA Community College, who
have worked closely with Ms.
Valentin for many years, wish to
express our sense of outrage at
the article entitled "Ex-Chicago
teacher called godmother of
FALN here." The term "godmother" was chosen because it
suggests mafia-type violence .. .
Ms. Valentin is a patriot and has
never concealed her concern
about conditions in Puerto Rico
and the conditions of Puerto
Ricans in the United States. The
article indicates that wherever
Ms. Valentin went there was
"student unrest" and "bloody riots." Sooner or later oppressed
p~ople will rebel. This rebel-

<:il !Il!i~[~f~~$5ff:id
·

n:

c;;d~
$?P$(er godmother. "

···· ( . All four women
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POW Alicia Rodnguez

the goal of Puerto Rican libe r t y .
Carmen's
verse, her teaching
and
counseling,
her
street
mural projects;
Dylcia's poetry,
drawings,
and television productions; and the
essays and
public statements of Alicia and Ida

Luz all celebrate the attainment
of independence and socialism
for Puerto Rico. Alicia, younger of
the two Rodriguez sisters, declared at the juridical proceedings where she was sentenced to

Asa young
child, the
experiences
and interaction within
this community connected

me firmly to
my ancestral
roots.
Alicia Rodriguez
a lengthy prison term,
What happens to us does
not matter. What matters is that
independence and socialism for
Puerto Rico are inevitable" The
conditions of my people (both in
Puerto Rico and in the United
States) have forced us to move
against subsistence wages, extremely high inflation, mass unemployment (which forced the
migration of almost half of the
population of Puerto Rico), genocide (40 percent of Puerto Rican
women of child-bearing age have
been sterilized), and the perpetual effort of United States colonialism to destroy our language
(Continued on next page)
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Perceived of as extremely
dangerous, with bail set at
two million dollars each, the
prisoner's self-perception
is reflected in Carmen's
response to the charge
of terrorism.
Your press, your
justice system, your

POW Carmen Valentin

and culture through forced assimilation and annexation.

Dylcia voices the same opposition to colonial exploitation
as manifest in continued industrial and technological overdevelopment when she denounces a
projected scheme for the accelerated construction of petro-chemical and ore-processing facilities
and a massive increase in both
strip and deep mining of a large
portion of Puerto Rico. Completion of these projects is projected
for the year 2020.
Plan 2020 is the United
States' strategy to continue its
genocidal policy for the people of
Puerto Rico. It will displace thousands while at the same time pollute the environment and convert
our beautiful homeland into an
industrial/military complex to further the aggression in Central
America and elsewhere.

repressive forces,
your government
has branded us as
terrorists. But the
word terrorist no
longer means to the
Puerto Rico nation
what it used to. Instead of arousing
fear or censure, terrorism is a call to
action. To be called
a terrorist by our
enemy is an honor
to any citizen, for
this means he is

fighting with a gun in his hand,
against the monstrosity of the
present government, and the suffering it causes.

Ida Luz affirmed the same
general aims in a letter to me.
Our movement moves beyond the sphere of principled dissent and enters the realm of
revolutionary struggle. We are
more than dissenters - we are
revolutionaries who strive to dismantle a corrupt, inhuman system which seeks to destroy life .. .
It is very important to remeber
our thoughts and actions are just
a continuation of the struggle our
people have waged since the
nineteenth century; a struggle
for national liberation.

The demonic masks with
which much popular press and
media attention has fitted these
women in total contrast to their
(Continued on next page)

While there is a breath still left in

me, I will engage in conspiracy. While
my spirit still can run, While my arm
can raise a gun, Or my hand a pen still
lift, I will be secret, subtle, swift.
As long as you can hear the "le-lo-lai"
As long as palm trees and the flamboyant still survive, So long as my people
answer the call- Count on me, at the
front, with you all. As long as I can
breathe, I will conspire.
Carmen Valentin

8
view of themselves. In 1982, on
the occasion of International
Women's Day, Carmen and Dylcia, in a jointly authored essay
from prison that appeared in
Puerto Rican Women: A History
of Oppression and Resistance
wrote :
Many who have visited with
us [the Eleven Prisoners of War]
have inquired as to the circumstances that led to our decision in
becoming combatants in our war
of national liberation. To best answer one can say that as individuals, specific experiences in
our lives aided us in making a decision, but the essence of all of us
is a strong sense of love of our
fellow man, a strong sense of justice, and a continual commitment
to our principles. It is true that
most of us have children just beginning to talk and at a crucial
age. We have husbands and
wives from whom we must be
separated as part of the sacrifice
for creating a new life for our
people. We, as combatants in the
war for national Liberation, chose

Special April Issue

to commit ourselves to struggle
no matter what the consequences.

Quite apart from the disinterested civil libertarian support
groups that have assisted these
prisoners to secure the general
human rights of incarcerated persons, there is a strong support
group of kin, friends, and ideological partisans who are devoted
to the prisoners' well-being. For
this nationalist segment of the
Puerto Rican community, these
four women are captured prisoners of a war that has its origin in
the United States occupation of
Puerto Rico during the SpanishAmerican War. This position was
taken in court by all four women
in statements very similar to this
one made by Alicia Rodriguez.
It is a historical fact that in
1898 my country was militarily
intervened by the US armed
forces. Since that time, our nation
has been in a continuous state of
war against the United States .. . I
must interject at that time that
our actions were not dictated by
whim, but by clear understanding of the colonial situation in
Puerto Rico ... The General Assembly of the United Nations
explicitly points out that we as
a colonized people have the
unquestionable right to fight
for our independence through
armed and violent means, and
they also state that to continue
the process of colonization
is a crime. It also reaffirms that I as
a captured
anti colonial
freedom
fighter
should
be
treated as a
prisoner of

war.
POW Dylcia Pagan

The case for Puerto Rican
national independence and the
recognition of Prisoner of War
status for these prisoners has
been formally made before the
Special
Committee
on
Decolonization of the United Na-

.. .it is important that the
observer understand that
the evolvement and
involvement of

a revolutionary is a process that
encompasses
one's lifetime.
Dylcia Pagan
tions. I visited the Puerto Rican
Cultural Center in Chicago
through the courtesy of its Director, Northeastern University professor and historian Jose L6pez,
who was instrumental in the
drafting of that United Nations
Petition. The Center provides a
variety of community services,
ranging from child care to alternate secondary school education,
and Puerto Rican nationalism is a
(Continued on next page)
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Lives of Revolutionary Puerto
Rican Women:

Listen Borinqueilito
child,/the soul of our country./In you we see the future/of our struggle for
independence ./Our
homeland is courage and
sacrifice/as Dr. Albizu

taught

us./Walk

with

your heads held high/because your parents are
freedom fighters ...
Dylcia Pagan

..

tMi§

The draconian duthat characterizes

offitial treatment of the
POW Ida Luz Rodriguez

key element in its varied cultural
offerings. Largely devoted to the
restoration and preservation of
traditional Puerto Rican culture,
the Center's efforts are reflected
in the home life of people who are
not directly involved in its operation. Evelyn Rodriguez eldest of
the Rodriguez sisters, described
this feedback with some chagrin
in a taped interview she granted
me one November evening in my
Chicago hotel room. "It wasn't
fair, you know, to celebrate
Christmas at my home on December 25th when they were teaching my son about Three Kings
Day at the Puerto Rican Center
Child Care Program. Somewhere
along the line you have to start
establishing some sort of consistency. " Children in the Puerto

Rican Cultural Center write letters of gratitude and exhortatory
encouragement to the "Prisoners
of War," and the regard for the
children as harbingers and seeds
of the revolutionary future is apparent in the verse published by
some of the prisoners in Have
You Seen La Nueva Mujer
Puertorrique:iia? The Poetry and

l ix:iuhcal prisoners has its
reflection in the lives of
their kin and known
sympathizers. The FBI staged a
predawn raid on the Puerto Rican
Cultural Center, an action justified by the unfounded premise
that it was doubling as a "safe
house" and arsenal, as well as a
child care center. Most of the
people I talked with in connection with this aspect of this inquiry into principled dissent
proceeded routinely upon the assumption that their phones were
being monitored, and phone conversation with them certainly displayed a degree of technical
difficulty far beyond anything
that might be reasonably expected. The prisoners are frequently
transferred,
thus
imposing a heavy burden upon
the time and resources of their
families, friends, and partisans
who wish to visit them.
Evelyn's situation is not uncommon. "We've developed a
very special closeness which we
didn't have before and which will
be severed soon when they take
Lucy away. It's going to put an
economical strain on the family.
We 're not people who can come

and go as we please. I have a job;
I can't just say I want the afternoon off. " I met the Puerto Rican

nationalists during a late autumn
hiatus in my teaching. I was then
giving classes in the Contemporary Caribbean and Minority-Majority Relations and I discussed
this research with both classes as
it was relevant to both contexts.
Some students were appalled at
the idea and warned me that my
life would be at risk as these
"wild-eyed fanatics" would
doubtless set upon me with murderous intent if I were to disagree
with them in the slightest degree. Some other students, most
of them members of black, Hispanic, or other Third-World-oriented
American
ethnic
constituencies, stressed the perils, real and imagined, of dealing
with prison authorities and envied me the opportunity to speak
(Continued on next page)

... we need to
learn to recognize and accept our deep
connection to
all lite processes unfolding on this
biosphere

we

call Earth.
Ida Luz Rodriguez
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with "real revolutionaries." I
have had an opportunity to talk
with scores of Americans about
this issue. The same two diametrically opposed views keep
surfacing and the absence of the
middle ground is conspicuous.
Particular to every variety of
dissent is its vocabulary and
style. Convictions are couched in
those styles and it is often difficult to get beyond the rhetorical
dialects to the dissenting person.
These four women are sacrificing
much for what they believe.
Dylcia Pagan, Carmen Valentin,
and Ida Luz Rodriguez are separated from their young children.
They have all given up promising
careers; Alicia in the natural sciences, Carmen as a teacher,
counselor, and doctoral candidate, Ida Luz in the social sciences and Dylcia in television
programing, editing, and investigative journalism. They have
been deprived of those myriads
of little freedoms that are the savor of civil existence. The right to
uncensored correspondence, the
right to read what one pleases,
the freedom to indulge personal
preference in matters of food,
dress, music, travel, waking, and
sleeping: the simple, invaluable
right to be where one chooses to
be. Dylcia misses New York, "filth
and .all." She has an intense, parochial passion for the little particularities of that city-the
doughy, salt-spattered monstrosities that true New Yorkers insist
are pretzels and the bloated, superannuated cucumbers that
they consider the best of all possible pickles. Diminutive Carmen
nurtures as best she can her delicate beauty and worries about
her thirteen-year-old son, Tony,
even though she knows he is
"well taken care of" and that she

Special April Issue

was "an excellent mother."
In a very literal sense, these
women are living flags : symbols
of a persistent movement. As
such, a great deal is expected of
them, as Evelyn Rodriguez indicates. "The Prisoners of War
know that they have to maintain
the highest of standards and the
highest of principles. Their lives
no longer belong to them; they
represent the Puerto Rican
nation's struggle. They can't live
for themselves any more, they
have to live for the struggle. "

To their nationalist constitu-

ency, these prisoners are the focus of inspiration and aspiration.
They are the centers of almost
holy regard. On the anniversary
of the death of Angel Rodriguez
Crist6bal, a Puerto Rican nationalist political prisoner who died
under dubious circumstances in a
Tallahassee prison, a large group
of Puerto Rican nationalists met
at the Lakeview Presbyterian
Church in Chicago. People paid
two dollars and got a good traditional Puerto Rican dinner and a
feast of exhortation and dedication from people facing imminent
imprisonment for their cause.
Julio Rosado, who was subsequently sentenced, with four others, to a three year prison term
for noncooperation with a Grand
Jury investigation spoke that
evening. "North American"
Shelley Miller, member of the
New Movement in Solidarity with
Puerto Rican Independence and
Socialism spoke also. She too has
been sent to prison for refusal to
testify before a Grand Jury. Jaime
Delgado, of the National Committee to Free Puerto Rican Prisoners of War spoke and Professor
Jose L6pez synthesized the sense
of the meeting and summarized
the current state of the national-

ist movement in the reasoned,
measured style that is his customary manner. All the speakers
received the kind of deferential
attention normally encountered
in the most solemn assemblies of
the extremely dedicated. Marta
Rodriguez, a fine guitarist and
composer of elegantly crafted satirical songs, played and sang in
both Spanish and English.
Throughout that long "Evening
of Resistance," a sustained atmosphere of intense solidarity and
tenacity was manifest in everything from the quietness of normally noisy children, to the rapt
attention and thunderous applause that greeted every
speaker and every song. The
plain message of that and countless other feasts of solidarity and
perseverance is the same as that
carried by so much of the verse of
the prisoners .. .
The impact that these
women exert is by no means narrowly political. Evelyn Rodriguez
reflects on this complex metamorphosis.
You have to start thinking of
the Eleven as the new men and
the new women. We draw
strength from each other, which
is what keeps us going. I learned
from my sisters that a woman can
be strong because living in a
prison system is not easy. What
my sisters are doing has made
me see to what level a person can
rise as far as the development of
their own selves and character is
concerned. You 're so used to seeing your sisters in a certain way
and all of a sudden, you see them
as Prisoners of War, fighting for
the independence of Puerto Rico.
You see a side to them that you
never, never saw before! And
from that side of them they give
(Continued on page 14)
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WHO IS THE TERRORIST?
The Making of a Puerto
Rican Freedom Fighter
Oscar Lopez-Rivera
(with Bernard Headley)

POW Oscar L6pez-Rivera

Introductory Note
MY BROTHER OSCAR, WAS ARRESTED in Glenview, 11linois, by
federal law enforcement officers on May 30, 1981. The charge was "seditious conspiracy." He was tried and convicted, and then sentenced
to 55 years imprisonment at the United States penitentiary at
Leavenworth, Kansas. In December 1987 he was transferred from
Leavenworth to the U.S. penitentiary at Marion, Illinois, where he remains in confinement to this day. His transfer to Marion stemmed from
a July 3, 1985, U.S. indictment of seven people in Chicago on charges
of conspiracy to aid his escape from Leavenworth. All of the defendants
were charged with the first of an eight count indictment-i.e., "to effect the escape of Oscar L6pez, leader of the Armed Forces of National
Liberation (FALN), " and of New Afrikan activist Kojo Bomani Sababu
(slave name: Grailing Brown) from Leavenworth. They were also

charged with two counts of transporting arms and explosives in
interstate commerce. Oscar was
charged with all of the eight
counts, including two counts of
furthering
the
conspiracy
through telephone conversations
with his sister-in-law and two
counts of arson. He was convicted on all counts and given the
maximum sentence of 40 years
imprisonment (in addition to the
original 55), which he is now
serving at Marion. The evidence
presented at the trial illustrated
extended and sophisticated government and particularly Federal
Bureau of Investigation (FBI) activity to encourage escape plans
for political prisoners held in U.S.
prisons-and more so the
government's attempt to connect
Puerto Rican prisoners of war and
their outside supporters with
criminal activity. It is this contrived link that forms the oasis for
criminal prosecution. The case
further showed that federal law
enforcement, in addition to performing it's traditional role of infiltration
and
intelligence
gathering, will also take an active
role in initiating conspiracies (including escape conspiracies)
which it can monitor and control.
They are thus able to create a
"net" in which ordinary citizens,
who happen to be supporters of
(Continued on next page)
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Special April Issue

human being. It
would have meant a
negation of any possibility to achieve self1. 62% to 64% of the Puerto Rican people
realization. Had I
live under the poverty line;
accepted the kind of
2. 100,000 people are homeless;
life that had been dic3. 1,350,000 people live in inadequate
tated to me by my
housing.
colonizer, I would
4. 25 % of the work force is unemployed;
have only aped, emu5. 35 % of all Puerto Rican women of
lated, and internalchild-bearing age are sterilized
ized his behavior and
6. 282,000 people are drug addicts or
way of life. I would
alcoholics;
have become, in other
7. 65% of its people depend on public
words, a "good"
assistance;
slave. But I'm a "bad"
8. 720,000 persons are suffering with severe
slave. I chose to fight
mental illnesses;
for the freedom of my
9. Puerto Rico has the highest rate of
nation. And it is that
suicides per capita in the world;
choice which has
10. The external debt exceeds $32 billion;
brought
me
to
11. 25,000 students drop out of school
Marion, where I am
I AM WRITING
forced to live in a
each year; and
FROM WITHIN THE
state of helplessness.
12. Crime and delinquency are rampantLABYRINTH of this
But my conscience
85% of all crimes are drug related.
Gulag known as U.S.
and my will to fight
Marion. According to
and resist are as
the U.S. government, I am in this
place of birth was accidental
strong as the guayacon, that tree
concentration camp because I am
does not exempt me from my reof the tropical forest known for its
a "terrorist," an "incorrigible and
sponsibilities to fulfill my patrihard and long lasting wood.
notorious criminal." There are
otic duties and obligations. And
those who argue that one
Puerto Rico in
one of those duties is to fight, by
person's terrorist is another's
any means necessary, for the libPolitical-Historical
freedom fighter. My position is
eration of Puerto Rico, so that as
Perspective
that I am a freedom fighter and a
a nation my people can exercise
prisoner of war.
their right to self-determination
Why do I not consider mySelf-determination,
deand national sovereignty. Ninetyself a terrorist? Because I was
mocratization,
and
military
occuone years of colonial domination
born a colonized subject, and as
pation are favorite topics of U.S.
has denied my people that right.
such I have an inalienable right to
politicians and the news media.
Had I chosen to ignore the
fight for my nation's self-determiBut
they are spoken of only as
fact that Puerto Rico is a militarily
nation, for it's natural drive tothey related to Eastern Europe,
occupied colony of the United
wards democracy and justice, it's
China, and other "communist"
States, and accepted the life that
search for freedom and truth and
countries. Not a day passes in
Uncle Sam imposed on me, my
for the human rights of the Puerto
which
we fail to hear news remasters would have considered
Rican people. The fact that I was
porters,
"expert" commentators,
me a "good" Puerto Rican. Had I
born a colonized subject was an
and ideologues rage on about the
chosen such a path of ease and
accidental matter, because I, like
need for freedom, self-determina"least resistance," my conscience
all other human beings, was not
tion, and democracy in Poland,
would have grown limp; I would
given the choice of selecting my
the Baltic States, Cuba, China
have become a pariah and thus
birth place. But the fact that my
become something less than a
(Continued on next page)
Puerto Rican independence can be arrested
and subsequently incarcerated. In the piece below, my brother tells of
the forces in his reading
of Puerto Rican history
- and how they intersected with events in
his own life - which
brought him to the forefront of the Puerto Rican
struggle, and to his encounter with the U.S.
criminal justice system.
-Jose
L6pezRivera, Juan Antonio
Corretjer Puerto Rican
Cultural Center, Chicago.

The following statistics about Puerto Rico illustrate the perniciousness of colonialism:
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POW Oscar L6pez-Rivera in his cell at Marion Federal Penitentiary

and Nicaragua. We are not allowed to forget the Soviet invasion
of
Hungary
and
Czechoslovakia in 1956 and 1968,
respectively. A whole generation
has grown up with images Soviet
tanks entering Prague and
Budapest. But while the case for
the "liberation" of Eastern Europe is being made with gusto,
we are not likely to hear a word
about the U.S. invasion and occupation of Puerto Rico.
At this historical juncture,
especially with the forthcoming
quint-centennial celebration of
the Europeanization of this hemisphere we must both ask ourselves if the ignominious practice
of colonialism should be allowed
to exist and search our consciences to see what we can do
to eradicate that practice. The
United Nations has declared colonialism a crime. And it's
Decolonization Committee has
recognized Puerto Rico's right to
self-determination and independence. The solution to this dehumanizing problem is not a
difficult one. All that the U.S. gov-

ernment has to do is remove its
military forces, the FBI, the CIA,
the federal marshals, and all
other federal policing agencies
from the land and return sovereignty to the Puerto Rican people.
(See inset-Editor.)

There are other problems .
The water, land, and air are
heavily polluted, thanks to the
unethical and unscrupulous practices of the pharmaceutical,
chemical, and electronic industries - and a government that
wants to make sure that the big
corporations reap all the profits
while the public inherits the
debts and the losses. The colonial
administration has made political
corruption the way of life. The
police department is rife with
scandals and cases of brutality.
And political persecution against
the patriotic movement is the
"law" of the land. For years a
death squad has existed in the
police department. It is responsible for attacks, bombings, and
deaths of supporters of the independence movement and of labor
leaders. In recent years, it was

13
discovered that the police were
keeping files on 135,000 people
who
had
been
labeled
subversives. In these files were
people from the U.S.A. who had
never been in Puerto Rico. The
brutality of the police, with the
help of the FBI, was exposed in a
case known as the "Massacre in
Cerro Maravilla" Two supporters
of the independence movement,
Arnaldo Dario Rosado and Carlos
Soto Arrivi, were entrapped by a
police informer/agent. The men
were taken to the mountains
where the police, in cold blood,
ambushed and murdered them.
The U.S. government would like
for us to believe that its relationship with Puerto Rico is based on
purely benign and benevolent
motives. But the U.S. military invasion and colonization of Puerto
Rico had nothing to do with benevolence. It had three main objectives: the exploitation of
Puerto Rico's natural and human
resources; the creation of a captive market, and the creation of a
military bastion capable of protecting the hegemonic interests
of the U.S. in the region. That is
why immediately after the invasion everything that was Puerto
Rican, including the political
structure, was destroyed and replaced. The Puerto Rican legislature was taken over by a military
government and the plan for colonization was initiated. Those political leaders who condemned
the invasion and called on the
U.S. government to grant Puerto
Rico its independence were repressed. After all visible opposition was neutralized or rendered
ineffective, a colonial structure
was put in place.
(To be continued in May issue)
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you strength because you feel
that what they have gone
through is something you have
not gone through, and look at
how much they have accomplished as women! When you begin to see underneath the surface
and once you really know what is
happening, it's kind of hard to go
back. You say, "Heyl There's a
little bit more to life than going to
work and taking care of your babies and paying your mortgage
and your car loan . " There's a
cause out there! Fighting for your
own identity. And I think, as a
Puerto Rican, it's your right to
know what makes you different
from a black or white or Japanese.

Special April Issue
Psychologist Gordon Alport
once observed that in the realm
of social science it was the unexpected that should be listened
for. A proper regard for the integrity of the marketplace of ideas
means that even-and especially-unpopular ideas should
be heard, and I deeply regret that
I was not permitted to present
here the personal narratives of
these four Puerto Rican nationalists. Professor Nicklin's statement
of the case is, I believe, very germane in a society with plural
democratic pretensions.
I'm not saying that the
Puerto Rican nationalist way is✓
the only way or the correct way.
I'm not saying that Puerto Rican

Nationalists should or should not
engage in armed struggle. I'm
not a Puerto Rican, so I have no
right to make that decision for
them. What I'm doing is trying to
talk to you and hope their point of
view is looked at. What Mike
Yasutake is doing is getting all
these Christians together to support these prisoners right to humane treatment as best he can. I
respect all these people and I respect myself. I don't really believe in principles for the sake of
principles. I mean, principles are
something you live.

* Professor Joan Nicklin
passed away on March 22, 1993.

(Continued from page 2)

action .
The continued incarceration
of these
Puerto
Rican political prisoners is in
stark contrast to the
pressures that this administration has imposed on other countries.
. The US, however, offers a
rich precedent for their release.
US presidents have throughout
history exercised their constitutional power of pardon to release
political prisoners, including five
Puerto Rican Nationalists who
served over 25 years in prison.
Here in the United States,
the National Committee to Free
Puerto Rican Prisoners of War
and Political Prisoners have
struggled since the first arrests
to educate people of the prison-

ers existence and work towards
their freedom. In 1992, Ofensiva
'92 was created in Puerto Rico to
also work towards gaining the
prisoners amnesty. Both the National Committee and Ofensiva
has reached out to new people
and forums, including the New
York City Council, which passed
a resolution in 1992 supporting
amnesty for the prisoners. Many
religious, civic and political officials have joined the call for amnesty, including David Dinkins,
former mayor of NYC, Australian
Parliamentary and Labor secretaries , the United Church of
Christ, the Bar Association of Puerto Rico, and the National Lawyers Guild.
In 1993, a formal application
for pardon was submitted to Pardon Attorney Margaret ColgateLove and a petition was
submitted to the Organization of
American States regarding the
situation of the prisoners.

On a grassroots level, over
50,000 letters and postcards were
sent to the Clinton Administration demanding amnesty . The
National Committee began in
January of 1994 a monthly phonein campaign to the Clinton Administration to help to ensure a
positive response to the pardon
application as well as the continued postal onslaught.
We encourage everyone to
add their voices to this call. Let
him know that it is not acceptable
to pressure other countries on the
Human Rights agenda while
there are blatant violation right
here, right now.
Contact the National Committee to Free Puerto Rican Prisoners of War and Political
Prisoners to join in the phone
campaign and to receive more information.
National Committee 1112 N.
California, Chicago, Illinois 60622
(312) 278-0885.

,
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The New Prison in Florence, Colorado;

A "New, Improved" Marion
Editors Note:
Puerto Rican Prisoner of War
Oscar Lopez-Rivera and many other
political prisoner and social prisoners
have already been informed that
they will be transferred to the ADMAX unit at Florence.
In early 1990 the Federal Bu-

reau of Prisons (BOP) announced its
decision to open a new maximum security prison in Florence, Colorado.
Marion is no longer brutal enough for
them. The prison in Florence will be
designed so that one guard can control the movements of numerous
prisoners in several cellblocks by
way of electronic doors. cameras,
and audio equipment. "We'll be able
to electronically open a cell door,
shut it behind the inmate, and move
him through a series of sliding
doors." says Russ Martin, project
manager for the Florence prison.
Each cell will have doubled wall
doors, i.e. box car cell design, and
when one cell door is open, none of
the other doors will be able to be
opened.
Presently, at Marion, the prisoners can scream to one another
from their cells; prisoners have minimal contact with guards when their
food is shoved between the bars. In
Florence, this "contact" may be
eliminates "These guys here will
never be out of their cells, much less
in the yard or anywhere around
here," the Florence City Manager
states. The windows are slits 3
inches wide with no view of the outside, and the exercise pens are individual with a grate covering.
The euphemism-living public
officials envision that Florence will
be a "safe, secure environment."
"The institutional atmosphere would
be as stress-free as possible." Are
the steel rings embedded in the concrete beds at Marion to which prisoners are tied spread-eagle for hour or
days "stress diffusion devices?"

State-of-the-art security technology
and new construction of materials
will ensure near complete isolation,
Martin claims, "Marion learned from
Alcatraz, and now we have 30 years
to learn from Marion."
Ground was broken for the
$150 million complex in July, 1990.
The giant prison complex (600 acres)
in Florence, a town about 50 miles
west of Colorado Springs, will consist of four different levels of security,
a 750-bed medium security prison, a
550-bed high security penitentiary
similar to Leavenworth, and a 550bed "administrative maximum: security prison far worse the Marion
prison. The Administrative Maximum (AD-MAX) is due to open Fall
1994 or Winter 1995.
The Surrounding Environment

For years, prisoners at Marion
have had to bathe in and drink toxic
water from Crab Orchard Lake, In
1990 it was found that the levels of
carcinogenic trihalomenthanes were
twice as high as the Environmental
Protection Agencies maximum contamination levels. In a move mirroring the toxic water situation at
Marion, the BOP picked an area in
Florence that may be equally detrimental to the prisoners' health.
Just five miles from the prison
site, in Lincoln Park, is the notorious
Cotter Corporation, a uranium milling company owned and run by
Commonwealth Edison of Chicago,
Illinois. A class action lawsuit has
been filed in the US District Court, in
Denver, by over 340 people against
Cotter, Santa Fe, and others claiming
diminution of land value due to radioactive contamination. The contamination is not just limited to the
Cotter site, Radioactive materials
were found at the Santa Fe depot
near downtown Canon City and a
railroad site north of Cotter. Cotter
was sued by the state of Colorado in

1980 for the extensive contamination, and the suit was settled for $15
million and a promise by Cotter to
clean up the mill site, but it does not
include the railroad sites.
The presence and risks of uranium in the water, soil and air is of
immediate concern. Studies of
nearby ponds show that radioactive
materials have seeped into the underground water source. The second
source of concern is air contamination. Cotter itself estimates that over
19.9 tons of extremely hazardous
dust were released annually from the
mill. Experts on radiation diseases
state that the radioactive dust is the
most threatening and dangerous
source of contamination. Due to water contamination alone the Lincoln
Park area has been on the EPA's National Priorities List since 1984 and
has been designated a Superfund
site for contamination clean-up.
Conclusion
Marion is a violent attack on
human rights, Florence aspires to be
even worse - an outrage. It should
offend the sensibilities of those
whose minds have not been poisoned with the foolish, racist propaganda about the "the war on drugs"
and the "war on crime" which claims
that prisons are the answer to
society's ills. People who support the
mast basic of human rights must
work to end the lockdown at Marion,
prevent Florence from being opened
and stop the proliferation of control
units in this country.

For more information:
Colorado Coalition to Abolish
Control Unit Prisons

PO Box 1156
Boulder, Colorado 80306-1156
Article taken from:
Walkin' Steel: The Nature of Imprisonment in the U.S., Committee to
End the Marion Lockdown, Fall, 1993

April 4, 1980-April 4, 1994
14th _A nniversary of the Capture of the
Puerto Rican Prisoners of War
Politico-Cultural Activity April 8th
Roberto Clemente Community Academy
1147 N. Western Avenue•6:00 pm
Program
Dedicated to the Puerto Rican Patriots Oscar Collazo and Irving Flores

6:00-7:00 Reception and Exhibition
• Hors d'oeuvres
• Video Showings
• The World in Four Walls:
Art from the Marion Lockdown

• Art and Literature Exhibitions
• Arts, T-shirts, Crafts Sale

7:00 Political and Cultural Programs

Emcees: Carlos Ortiz and Evelyn Rodriguez
Puerto Rican Heroine
Isabel Rosado
Former Political Prisoner, arrested in 1954 with
Don Pedro Albizu Campos, and incarcerated for
seventeen years.

Puerto Rican National Hero
Rafael Cancel Miranda
Former Political Prisoner, one of the four Nationalists
who attacked the Congress of the United States on
March 1, 1954, imprisoned for twenty-five years.

National Committee
to Free Puerto Rican
Prisoners of War
and Political Prisoners
Gallery Renaming
in Honor of
Isabel Rosado.
Presentation of
"De Cara Al Sol"
book of poetry by
Rafael Cancel Miranda
Saturday April 9th

Cultural Program
Son del Barrio
Poetry Reading by Eduardo Arocho
Salsa Express

6:00pm
Isabel Rosado Gallery
1112 N. California Ave.
312.278.1633

